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NORTH WEALD
& NEWHAVEN

Reports from the
weather-wrecked
London R/C Club's
1st1972 meeting and
sunnier Newhaven

VIHAT'poor Dave Rogers and the other members
v v of the North London R/C Car Club had hoped

would prove to be a mammoth open meeting forihe
start of the 1972 season was marred bv blizzärd con-
Cit ions on Saturday, March l l th, anci only a small
improvement on Sunday the 12ih. What 

-a 
shame,

since the lads had gone to a tremendous arnount of
effort in the organisation and catering departments,
and although oie or two stalwarts diä tu;n up and
try their cars, there really weren't enough, nor
were conditions conducive to oleasure. so the meetine
is postponed until June 10th änd llth. This time itt
realJy. got 1o be a big meeting,- the track is good,
Iaci l t l les attractrve and lnere IS Dlentv or room.

Blessed by much better weather cbnditions was the
meeting at Newhaven run by the Southern R/C Club
on April 3rd; as was expected, lots of people got to
this after the fiasco at North Weald. but despite
plenty of enthusiasm and a larger ciriuit than frre-
vious meetings at Tideway School, the event fell a

Despjte,a slight improvement in the weather on the Sunday. it was sti l l  much too cold and windy at North Woald to start
the 1972 R/C car season in the way that Dave Rogers had hoped; at heading, a bravo handful try their cars out on
the very nice.tarmac circuit. Above left, the new kii for the Tyirell from P.B. Products; it uti l ises löts of new parts, is
very l ight and holds a great degree of promise for the season - it wil l be in production soon. At bottom, Peter Wright's
very nicely turned-out Ferrari with which he intends to make his racing debut this year based on the first type P.B,- kiu

mods include air induction pipes, fuel cut-off and external jacking fot motor start, etc.
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little short of what had been
hoped. Great efiorts were made in
the organising of races and prac-
tice, but with not a great deal of
success and it was one of the'noisiest' meetings we have atten-
ded, rvith numerous arguments and
differences of opinion !

It did, howover! serve as a rnuch
needed run-up for both drivers
and cars and there is no doubt
about it. Newhaven's sea breezes
got  r id  o f  lo ls  o f  cobwebs.  .  .  .

I t  turned out to bc auite a f ield-
day for the London drivers, with

Dave Rogers securing first place in
Formula I and Ian Skilline first
in Sports, C.T. Second to Däve in
F.l  came John Metha and Robin
Ellis, with his fabulous Marker,
was runner-up to Ian. Local man,
Johnnie Johnson (of rnodel boat
fame) had bad luck in the F.l
Final - at one point it looked as
though he'd win at least, but he
camc oli worst from a long and
rery  exc i t ing  tuss le  w i th  evEntua l
winner Dave Rogers.

lan  Sk i l l i ng  d rovc  bc t te r  rhan
we have ever seen him and his
m,odel was circulating just like the
rea l  th ing  and dr i f t ing  and s l id ing
in a beauli ful ly contro-l led mannei
which was most impressive - a well
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exciting new hobby throughout 1972.

IMMINENT R/C DATES

May6l7 Bradford Open Meeting.
May 14 Leicester (Formula l, Round 2).
May 20 Portsmouth R/C Car Club (F.1, Sports/GT).
May 28 Leicester. Sports/GT.
June 1l Leicester (Formula 1, Round 3).
June 11 North Weald.

Above,  another  Amer ican scoop by
Rob in  E l l i s ,  who a lso  has  the  Marker ;
this is the American Thorpe R/C car
kit with unique pivoting front steering
and belt drive. We have yet to see this
run ,  bu t  Rob in  i s  cer ta in ly  bu i ld ing  up
a stable ol unusual thoroughbreds. Left,
Dave Rogers and the car with which he
won Formula  1a t  Newhaven on  Apr i l
3rd; it turned out to be quite a day for

the London area drivers,

Above, Clive King's new entirely scratch-
bu i l t  Formula  l  car  { to  make a  n ice
partner for his superb Lola T.70, which
we il lustrated last season); Clive drove
over to North Weald from Cambridge,
tried his cars but, l ike everyone else.
found it much too cold! Left. tr iumph-
ant  lan  Sk i l l i ng  and the  car  w i th  wh ich
he won Sports/G.T. class at Newhaven
on Apr i l  3 rd .  l t  i sn ' t  much changed

from last season.

As we write, the next meeting on the calender is
April 23rd at Leicester; from the glowins reports
we've had from the Tapsell/Longshaw teäm, 

^who

went up to the circuit for their firsi 1972 meeting on
Apri l  9th, i t  sounds l ike just about the f inest venue in
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1.  Gordon Tapse l l  tu rned up  a t  Newhaven w i th  h is  la tes t
chass is  wh ic t r  fea tures  a  Vöco 19  in .  rear  eng ined mode l ;
the car's qoing to be very, very fast but Apii l 3rd just
wasn ' t  Gordon 's  day .2 .  Another  v iew o f  the  new rear
eng ined Tapse l l  car  wh ich  has  Gordon 's  home-made c lu tch
unit and Associated wheels and tyres; converted at very
shor t  no t ice  to  be l t  d r ive  f rom gears ,  the  ra t io  a t  Newhaven
was 8 :25 !  3 .  A  typ ica l  Tapse l l  des ign  w i th  vacuum formed
chass is  and rad io  par ts  t ray  a l l  bo l ted  to  a  heaw gauge
dural chassis plate; typical robust Tapsell steering at front
end be tween dura l  p la tes  -  no te  pos i t ion  o f  fue l  tank  a lmost
over  back  ax le  and dura l  nose spo i le rs  wh ich  a lso  serve  as
protection for the steering assembly. 4, Tottenham Model
Raceways have decided that 1972 shall be the year of their
entry inio *th scale R/C racing and they made their debut with
th is  Kyosho k i t  w i th  the  on ly  Fer rar i  body  in  the  count ry ;  the

body was bad ly  damaged dur ing  rac ing  wh ich  was a  b i t  o f  a
p i ty .  .  5 .  Bob Ha l lums ( le f t )  and Mike  Woot ton  w i th  the
Kyosho Fer rar i  o f  To t tenham Mode l  Raceways;  Bob 's  name wi l l
be  fami l ia r  to  most  readers  th rouqh h is  h iqh  reputa t ion  as  a
Tot tenham ie t  -  he 's  a  se l f -co-n fessed beg idner  in  rad io
cont ro l  bu t  w i th  h is  re f lexes  shou ld  learn  qu ick ly .  6 .  Andrew
Lance had th is  in te res t ing  scra tch-bu i l t  Porsche G.T.  a t
Newhaven;  motor  i s  a  Veco 19  and rad io  Sky leader  -  the
c lu tch  is  a  h igh ly  mod i f ied  Mic ro-Mold  w i th  an  add i t iona l
shaf t .  Note  the  neat  a lumin ium boxes  in  the  s ide  pans
which  car ry  servos  and rece iver  and deacs .7 .  C lose-up o f
the  rear  end o f  the  Lance car  showing a lumin ium chass is
s ide  f rames secured w i th  w ide  soac inq  rods  and anq led
Veco.  8 .  Don Care less 's  G.T .  Mode l ' s -  Escor t -bod ied  P.B.
Chass is  w i th  lmpex d i f fe ren t ia l ;  i t  i s  s t i l l  be ing  deve loped.
9 .  A  rear  end c lose-up o f  the  Care less  Escor t  showing lmpex
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d i f i .  un i t  wh ich  func t ions  we l l  bu t  Don repor ts  tha t  as  fa r
as  h is  se t -up  in  the  Escor t  i s  concerned,  i t  p rov ides  no
f ,oDrec iab le  advantaqe.  The neat  chass is -mounted motor  i s  a
V e c o  1 9 . 1 0 .  R e a r  e n d  d e t a i l  o f  t h e  G . T .  M o d e l ' s  b o d i e d
B.R.M.  by  Roger  Gedge;  the  car  i s  comple te ly  sc ra tch-bu i l t
and nowör  un l t  i s ,  as  ever ,  a  Veco 19 .  l l  C lose-up o{  the
s teer inq  on  the  Gedqe B.R.M.  revea ls  inqen ious  use  o f
X-Acto-c lamps as  s teer ing  brackets !  Rad io  i s  R ipMax Futaba
wi th  Mic ro-Mold  c lu tch  Dynamic  rear  whee ls  and ty res  and
P.B.  f ron is .  12 .  An overa l l  v iew o f  the  same veh ic le  w i th
Kvosho tvpe chass is  pan and neat  exhaust  sys tem.
rä .  anothä i  one t rom Andrew Lance,  th is  t ime is  much-
m o d i l i e d  A s s o c i a t e d  F o r m u l a  1 k i t .  R a d i o  i s ,  a g a i n ,  S k y -
leader  and the  motor  i s  a  Veco 19 ;  no te  the  use  o f  heavy
qauqc p iano w i re  fo r  f ron t  and rear  end c rash  pro tec t ion .
i4 .  A  i lose-up  o f  the  ta i l  end  o f  Andrew's  F .1  en t ry  show-

inq  upr iqh t  tubes  wh ich  accept  ta i l  spo i le r  wh ich  p lugs
do-wn 

' in io  
them when the  bodv  is  in  qos i t ion .  Note ,  too ,

mesh on  carbure t to r  ven tur i  (as  essent ia l  to  a  smooth
runn inq  motor  as  fue l  i t se l f ! )  dnd th inned dura l  heat  s ink
wh ich  

-p ro iec ts  
in to  a i r  s t ream.  15 .  Rob in  E l l i s  p rov ides  our

chance to  have a  f i rs t  ever  look  a t  the  Amer ican Marker  k i t
wh ich  he  has  brought  over  f rom the  Sta tes  and w i l l  be
us inq  in  earnes t  th is  season;  desp i te  i t s  we igh t  o f  we l l  -over
s  lo l ,  i t  p laced second in  spor ts /G T  and.  iuns  beaut i fu l l y '
Motor  i s  a  Veco 19  and the 'car  has  superb  p ick -up ,  acce l -
le ra t ion  and top  speed p lus  hand l ing  -  v /h ich  is  rea l l y  as
much as  one cän tv ish ,  '16 .  C lose-up o f  the  rear  end o f  the
El l i s  Mar l (e r  k i t ;  you  can ' t  ge t  them in  th is -  count ry -  a t  the
moment  bu t  on  f i i - s t  impress ions  they  wou ld  be  a  n ice  l ine
for  a  Br i t i sh  impor te r  to  hand le  i f  the  pr ice  cou ld  be  kept  to

rea l i s t i c  DroPor t ions .
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